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Our ref: Core path Alvie response / JDAW 

28 July, 2008 

Cairngorms National Park Authority 
FREEPOST NAT 21454 
Grantown-on-Spey 
PH26 3BR 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Consultation on Core Path Plan 

Details of Respondent 
Dr. James D.A. Williamson responding on behalf of Alvie & Dalraddy Estates. 

Alvie Estate Office, Kincraig, Kingussie, PH21 1NE telephone: 01540 651 255 email: jamie@alvie-
estate.co.uk  

Is the proposed core paths network sufficient to give reasonable access throughout the area? 
There is currently no path for pedestrian access between Aviemore and Kincraig. The proposed core path 
shown (LBS1 on maps 2, 21 and 22) is along the river Spey which is not suitable for pedestrian traffic. 

The public highways have replaced most of what were originally paths and tracks suitable for non motorised 
access between public places. Many of these public highways are no longer suitable for non motorised 
access. We believe more effort should be concentrated on ensuring that non motorised access is catered for 
between communities and public places. In places this could be achieved by a designated and maintained 
path alongside and within the curtilage of an adopted road.  

Objection 
LBS110 Invereshie House to Feshiebridge Path. 

This is a claimed Right of Way based on the assumption that this is a path used for access over a period of 
many years.  In fact the original path to Feshiebridge ran through the fields to the north of Invereshie House 
through ground that is now too wet for suitable access. (See Ordnance Survey map 1901 edition). Between 
Invereshie House and Feshiebridge parts of this original path may have been removed by the river.  

In the 1980s one person decided to claim what he considered to be the original path as a Right of Way. As 
the original path was no longer in existence he endeavoured to claim that the path ran past the back of 
Invereshie House and within the curtilage of Invereshie House and outbuildings. A stock gate dividing 
Invereshie Farm from Invereshie House was repeatedly left open resulting in cattle gaining access to 
Invereshie house garden and golf course, often causing damage. When we eventually locked the gate the 
gate and padlock was repeatedly vandalised.  

The gate is currently tied with string, the latch having been vandalised. Although we endeavour to prevent 
cattle gaining access to this gate when unattended, they still manage to gain access when this and other 
gates are left open.  Repeated vandalism of this gate has become a major impediment to land management 
on Invereshie Farm. 

Following repeated problems with disturbance through the outbuildings of Invereshie House a compromise 
path was marked out which takes the path as far away from Invereshie House and outbuildings as practical. 
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The track that goes past Invereshie Farm buildings is also part of the handling facilities for cattle. When it is 
being used for handling cattle it is not passable by other traffic. 

The route LBS110 as shown on map 22 is therefore not suitable as a core path as it does not ensure that “… 
people can easily get around … in a way that minimises the potential for conflict with people who manage the 
land.” (Cairngorms National Park Authority, Core Paths Plan Draft, page 13) 

Following a meeting of the Kincraig & Vicinity Community Council on 11th April 2000, a representative of the 
Community Council approached Alvie Estate about the possibility of constructing a path between Kincraig 
shop and Loch Insh Watersports. A committee was set up under Helen Gillies, who was the Community 
Councillor tasked with investigating a possibility of further paths in the vicinity of Kincraig. Alvie & Dalraddy 
Estates participated in this committee along with the Paths Project Manager for the Cairngorms Partnership. 
The end result was agreement to construct what is now known as the Badenoch Way between Dalraddy 
Holiday Park and the RSPB car park at Insh Meadows. This route follows the public road between Kincraig 
Bridge and Loch Insh Watersports with a footpath constructed on land owned by Alvie Estate adjacent to the 
public road. This route has proved to be a popular and well used route and provides a far more practical 
alternative to the proposed path LB110 which has created so many problems to the land occupiers as a 
result of one or more vindictive and vexatious users. 

More recently concern has been raised about routing the Badenoch Way through Loch Insh Watersports, 
particularly if the route is subsumed into the Speyside Way. The Cairngorms National Park Authority have 
discussed this perceived problem with Alvie Estate who have offered to consider a path on ground owned by 
Alvie Trust that would by-pass Loch Insh Watersports and allow the Speyside Way to link up with paths in the 
vicinity of Mile end on Forestry Commission land marked on map 22 and labelled LBS 140. 

We suggest that the Badenoch Way should be marked as a core path between Kincraig Bridge and Loch 
Insh Watersports and LBS110 removed. 

Objection 
LBS1 – River Spey. 

Although there is a right of navigation over much of this route, this was originally for floating logs down river. 
The route is not suitable for access both up and down river over most of its length.  

The main economic use of the River Spey apart from water extraction is fishing. Fishing by rod and line is an 
important economic contributor to the area generating around £11.8 million per year into the local economy 
and money earned by fishing licences and fees is returned in the form of bank maintenance and employment 
of ghillies. In recent years the river has been increasingly used by canoeists and rafters who contribute to the 
local economy but not to the riparian occupiers. The end result has been a degradation of the fishing 
experience and resulted in less investment by the riparian occupiers.  Whilst fishermen pay for their sport, 
canoeists and rafters have been given the right to use the same facilities at any time for free. Inevitably this 
will result in a reduction in private sector investment and an increasing dependence on the State to pay for 
the maintenance of the river and its facilities. 

The State depends on tax from private sector economic activities to fund government investment. Extending 
rights to the public at the expense of or to the detriment of private sector economic activities is unsustainable 
in the longer term. Designating the River Spey as a core path will raise expectations of users together with 
responsibilities for safety. Overhanging branches and undermined vegetation that may be only a nuisance for 
those fishing, can prove lethal to passing canoeists. In the short term the government can pass the 
responsibility for maintenance to private sector riparian occupiers. In the longer term the cost of these 
responsibilities will exceed the income from fishing as fishing declines due to disturbance. The end result will 
be a collapse in private sector investment in riparian management. 

The River Spey is not required for “…the purpose of giving the public reasonable access throughout their 
area.” (Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, part 1, chapter 5, section 17 (1)) It will only provide the perception 
of greater access by one or more sporting/recreational users at the expense of another. 

Designating the River Spey will not ensure that “… people can easily get around … in a way that minimises 
the potential for conflict with people who manage the land.” (Cairngorms National Park Authority, Core Paths 
Plan Draft, page 13) 
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Maintaining the River Spey as a safe route will be expensive to both manage and maintain. Its designation as 
an SAC will increase the potential conflict between access takers and SNH. 

Objection 
We do not believe the government has been responsible to task Local Authorities to designate core paths 
through private sector land without consideration for who will be responsible for these paths and who will fund 
their maintenance. The Core Path initiative has raised expectations without the means of delivery. It is not 
sufficient to assume that the land occupier will pay to take responsibility for and maintain a path on his or her 
land which in many circumstances will be a liability to the land occupier. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jamie Williamson 
For Alvie & Dalraddy Estates  












